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: ‘i; Your editorial on the CIA was “wonder- §
' fully- well done and covers a matter that |

. Defense of the GIA | |
ONE OF THE MOST thankless:  Special subcommittecs in both the|. fov, "¥5id toughiful wellbelanced at-
House and Senate—headed by four of: "find thi -
P the most knowledgeable legislators » is very easy fo find things about our,
‘intelligence * and counterintelligence.. .- St geable ileg t government and its leaders to criticize, ]
, 1868 ; - our nation has produced, Representa-! but most difficult to : i B
‘ bably the most thankless ; i offer’ anything con«- .
agents. Probably the most < tives Carl Vinson and Clarence Can-. structive in the way of corrective mea-’
‘of all is that performed by our PIA—' - non and Senators Richard Russell and | sures. That is why groups like the Birchers, 3
the supgrsecret ,Central' Intelligence: ;.j‘ Carl Hayden-,—watch the CIA’s: activi-‘g,opemﬁns‘ as anticommunists, cannot for
. t ¢
Agency. Since its’ establishment in - ties. ; long stand the test of time. They thrive -

‘1947, the CIA has too often been the...  Another false charge against the i for a while on spectacular and unwarrant-
, .ed derogatory charges and the publicity !

, v s * | received. therefrom, Eventually they die;
iicnsm. . . fioesn t know what it is doing and thd_ti from the stagnation of their own negativ._i
© No agency of the government - it actually makes policy. The CIA, in! gutlook, ¢ GEORGE'M; SAMMONS. |
‘should be immune from criticism, but -“fact, only carries out policy and its| . 4002 Presoott, Dallas. =~ ' - .- o +
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the CIA has had more than its share.”~director meets regularly: with  theieww |
‘It has bécome almost a national pas- ' president at sessions of the Nationali )
time to blame the CIA for half of our - Security Council. - . :
itroubles around the world. It was the = . CRITICISM of the CIA boils down;, -
object of sharp attacks during the t11)12.' ‘to a basic - dislike ?or secrecy. But;
:crisis, the Bay of Pigs fiasco, -A:{'"Sen. Dodd reminds that we cannot
overthrow of the- p rocommumlst tht,;.'é‘_‘,compete with communism if we con-
benz government in Guatema a,a 4. fine ourselves to orthodox diplomacy’
anti-Mossadegh.. coup 1n .‘Iranl nir;‘j'_ and orthodox intelligence colledtion. ' -
more re_cently, the two revo ts. #+ Sen. Dodd notes that déme people!
South Viet Nam. ‘ " “would prohibit any assistance to the]
Many of these attacks havet.sugi forces of freedom in the name of “non<;
gested more concern for Sensationa® . ynioryention” and that many “would,
headlines than for the nation's sc:)cur-, “rather let the communists take over:
ity. Some .unc‘loubtedly haves ;aetx;,_ the world than fight against them,”;
communist-inspired — the Sovie ¢ . It Is certain, he says, that many coun-
ha\{e a special bun?au m thgu: secx:tt " tries that remain free today would not|
police whose sole job is to dxsctre kls > be free if it had not been for the CIA.|
the CIA. But far too many at. ac " One of the saddest facts, from the|
have. been leveled by smc.:ere anticom= | s point of view, is that the agency:
munists who have fallen into the error " cannot defend itself. For reasons of
of believing the rumors and in;\ccura- - national security, Dodd explains, the!
cies about the CIA simply DeCause . ora wcapnot confirm or deny pub-
they have been repeated so often.  © “jicheq reports, true or false, favorable
SEN. THOMAS DODD, D-Conn, " or unfavorable. It cannot alibi. It Can-i
made a brilliant defense of .the CIA-:not explain. It cannot answer even the’
on the floor of the Senate a few days most outrageously . inaccurate charg-:
ago. : : o es.” , R
8 He pointed out that the most popu-. Two years ago, the late President:
lar charge directed against the CIA— | Kennedy told CIA employes: “Your,
that it operates .completely 'without'..' successes are unheralded; your fail-,
congressional supervision—is totally  ures are trumpeted,” That is a fact o
false. “The CIA,” he claims, “is prob- - -the CIA’s employes. have learned to, . .

ably. one:of the most supervised a\gep-f,v;‘live with, but it is also one that.the,

giés in the governments? ;. ;.

- American: people_should undersiands
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